When boat designer Denis Ganley and his wife Philomena died in
a car accident just north of Murchison in the South Island on 24
May, 23 years of boat design that has spawned around 1,000 boats
worldwide came to an end. Within the boating industry, many other
New Zealand designers and owners of Ganley boats lost two close
friends and a willing source of advice. But for their only child, Denise,
aged 27, there are no words to describe the loss of her parents, with
whom she shared an extraordinarily close relationship.

Philomena and Denise on Lone Gull, Ganley’s first design
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The house that Denis Ganley designed and built in 1973 perches atrfhe .’
end of a small peninsula in Greenhithe. Its three tiers give it optimum
advantage of its site, overlooking the mostly-cruising type boats

- moored placidly in the upper reaches of Auckland’s Waitemata

Harbour by Herald Island. At the foot of the steps Cosworth, Ganley's
wire-haired fox terrier takes his role of “office manager” seriously,
importantly bustling visitors to the front door and escorting them off
the premises when business is finished.

And inside the house, except for the bouquets of flowers that fill every
room, it is all so normal. You can almost be sure of stepping down to
Ganley’s office to find him leaning over the drawing board, and of
meeting Philomena, more usually known as Phil, working in the

garden.
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enis Harcourt Ganley was born in Hamilton on 3 September 1943,

the second in a family of five. Growing up on the shores of the lake
his first boatbuilding project was to help his father build a Frostbite.
Later he and his elder brother, Howden, sailed P-Classes and Q-Classes.
He hated school saying “even the good times were bad” and he was
asked to leave Hamilton Boys High after he and his friend Brent Parry
played hookey for two weeks to go sailing. His final year was at St
Paul’s Collegiate, where his lacking in academia was compensated for
by his prowess in athletics, including long distance swimming.

The young Denis was a notorious practical joker — his stunts included
a fascination with making things explode. After one disappointment
with friend Paul Nelson when a home made bomb had failed to blow in
a timber yard, they were biking back home when three fire trucks tore
past them — the “bomb” had been more successful than they'd intended.

The mischievous sense of humour came through in Ganley's com-
pletion of a Sea Spray survey. To a question about the greatest threat
to the Kiwi defence in the America’s Cup he replied, “Not building them
in steel and a general lack of comfortable accommodation on board.”

At 16, the lure of marine engineering took Denis to Listers engineers in
England. Working in the office was a young woman from Dublin named
Philomena Bridget Collier, recovering form serious injuries after being







